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   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5





Evangelist:


Steven Tramell


(678) 313-1400


______________





SERVICES


Sunday





Family Bible Study


9:00AM:


Worship


10:00 AM -5:00 PM


Wednesday


Family Bible Study


7:30PM:


Bible classes for all ages. Come, bring your children and study the bible and you will say;





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)








Seed For


THOUGHT




















MOUNTAIN VIEW


Church of Christ


Elders:


Mark Bowman


(678) 923-7004


Steve Huff


(404) 375-0641


Roger Pink


(678) 860-1399




















The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)
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to sin and servants of it. 


      There are so many things (jobs, school, entertainment, sports, fame, the list is endless) that capture our attention and we must be on guard to see that they do not become the object of our worship. When the things of the world become our idols and we become servants to them, they make us into something God does not want us to be.


     On the other hand, as Christians it is a change we should strive to make. Paul wrote that Christians are to be "conformed to the image of His Son" (Rom. 8: 29). It is a natural attribute of true worshippers. We are to become "partakers of the Divine Nature" (II Pet. 1: 4) and God has given us all we need to do so.  (2 Peter 1:3)


     Bro. Ken Weliever wrote,


"As we worship a Holy God, we should become holy in our daily lives."


"As we sing of the love of God, we should love our fellow man."


"As we pray to a God who forgives our sins, we ought to forgive those who sin against us."


"As we reflect on the generosity if God toward us, we should be generous toward Him."


"As we take communion and worship our God of grace, we should be gracious toward our brethren." Worship has the power to change us.





"O to be like thee! Blessed Redeemer Pure as Thou art;…. Stamp Thine own image deep on my heart"


		





		Joe Phillips








    And to a Gentile mother earnestly seeking help for her severely demon-possessed daughter, Jesus said, "woman, great is your faith" (Matthew 15:21-28).  His own disciples were crippling along on the fullness of gospel bread and this Phoenician was soaring on the crumbs.


     But perhaps the greatest faith recorded in the gospel story is that of the penitent criminal crucified with Jesus.  Only Luke tells his story (23:39-43).  He was not a thief (kleptes) who came by stealth, but a robber (laestaes) who came brutally and openly, and was in all likelihood, like Barabbas (23:19), a murderer (under the law robbery was not a capital offense).  He had led a most ungodly life.


      But while he was dying some profound stirring took place in him that sent him lofting above even Jesus' most intimate disciples.  What was it about those awful scenes of apparent defeat that moved him to such conviction?


 What He Saw and Heard.  


      We do not know if the two criminals crucified with Jesus witnessed the cruel treatment of the soldiers who viewed Jesus as a pathetic clown, or if they saw him brutally whipped and beaten.  But if they did they saw it all received in silent acquiescence, without appeal or reproach. The robbers certainly witnessed the cynical taunts of the passersby and attendant soldiers at the cross, and the bitter epithets hurled at Jesus by the religious elite who came to glut their eyes on the spectacle of His misery.








in Jesus and the resurrection but he understood the spiritual nature of the kingdom of heaven, things, which even the closest disciples of Jesus now, found incredible.  They looked at the cross and thought everything was over; this dying criminal looked at the cross and found it just the beginning.  Amazing faith!  No wonder the Lord said to him, "This day you will be with me in paradise" (Luke 23:43).


The Penitent Robber Misused. 


      Those today who cannot endure Jesus' clear teaching about baptism in water for the remission of sins (Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38; 10:47, 48; 22:16; Romans 6:3,4) and justify their disobedience in this penitent robber have grievously misused him.  First because he died before baptism in Jesus' name was commanded (Matthew 28:19) and secondly because his faith makes pale the faith of those who appeal to him.  To their shame their "hero" had he been among those who first heard the gospel of the crucified and resurrected Lord would have been first to the water (Acts 2:38-41).  No one in those days ever thought to bring up the "thief on the cross".  I suspect that they were too full of joy at the thought that there was any hope for them at all.


One final thought.  


      If we can only come to Jesus when the gospel is accompanied by the kind of worldly power and celebrity that people in their sin admire, we will never see what the dying criminal did, the God who comes by the cross.  These robbers symbolize two possible responses to Jesus. One ridiculed his powerlessness. The other saw a different kind of   power.  What do you see?





					





Great Faith in a Strange Place


By Paul Earnhart





The Lord found remarkable faith in some strange places.  The Roman soldier in Capernaum who, feeling himself so unworthy, urged Jesus not to come to his house but just to say the word and his desperately ill bondservant would be healed.  Jesus said he had greater faith than He had found in all Israel (Luke 7:2-10).








Amazingly enough even from their own agony they themselves joined the abuse (Matthew 27:39-44).


      But suddenly, apparently seeing himself clearly in his fellow's last cynical dig at Jesus, one of the robbers is humbled utterly (Luke 23:40-41).  He sees what is going on around Jesus as an unmitigated contempt for God Himself.  In rebuking his fellow robber he turns quickly to confess that they are as guilty as Jesus is innocent.


      What suddenly turned the heart of this hardened felon?  In spite of the earthquake and unnatural darkness there certainly was no display of overwhelming angelic power or a blaze of heavenly glory (Matthew 26:53).  Jesus was visibly crushed and dying, the very picture of utter weakness and defeat. What hope for himself could an old wielder of brutal force see in this?


      Perhaps he at last saw himself and God in the amazing concern of Jesus for those who were murdering Him, in His astonishing appeal for God to forgive those who were at that moment spitting their hate and contempt onto Him, words only recorded, like the repentance of the robber, by Luke. And was it this too that emboldened him to ask Jesus to remember him when He came into His kingdom? (Luke 23:42). 


       In that appeal there is a longing for mercy that hesitates to ask too much.  But most remarkable is his faith that this pathetic, dying man is the Christ of God whose power to redeem a sinner like himself could not be deterred even by death. Think of it! He not only believed








Worship Changes Us  reused





     If you research the word worship, whether from the Old Testament Hebrew or the New Testament Greek, most scholars use pretty much the same phrases to describe it. Words like  "bow down", "prostrate", "fall down" or "hold in awe" are used as the action of expressing worship. It is, however, far more than just bowing down to something or someone. It is to submit oneself to that object of worship. Other forms of the word carry the idea of laboring for or serving the object of worship. One of the more interesting words is "astabh" translated to "carve", "fabricate", or "fashion" some object based on the effect it's worship has had on the worshipers, i.e. , the golden calf of Exodus 32. It is rightly said, "Worship changes the worshipers into the image of the worshiped". 


      When Israel took for themselves "strange gods" (Deut. 32: 16), they became like the nations around them to the point that God rejected them completely. (Hosea 1) When Paul spoke of the plight of the Gentiles who choose not to honor God, he said, "professing themselves to be wise, they became fools, and changed the glory of the incorruptible God for the likeness of an image of corruptible man, and of birds, and four-footed beasts, and creeping things. (Rom 1:22-23) Because they worshiped the creature rather than the Creator, (vs. 25) it was with devastating results (vs. 26-27), and God gave them up to a "reprobate mind" (vs. 28). It was not that God caused them to do wrong, but the natural results of the objects of their worship. They became fashioned


				Cont. on page 3





				








FAMILY MATTERS


__________________________________________


Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's Day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you. Please let us know how we can help you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. _______________________________


Remember      	


Those who need


Our prayers


Rick Hulsey in his battle with cancer.


Nancy Wood; Ron Wood had a stent put in for a


 blocked arty.  Jack and Joyce Green;   Elaine 


Clem; had hip surgery. Chris Jackson; David 


Nash; Emily Clark’s Grandmother has cancer.


 Donna Simmons’ mother recovering from 


cancer surgery. Steve Huff’s mother diagnosed 


with cancer. Randal and Annette Rogers;


 Donny Gilbert back problems; Larry Coots, 


back problem; Mary Scott and the Jackson


 family with the loss her mother.


Bro. and Sis. Vandergrift,  Susan Bisbing’s


 mother has cancer; Mark Robinson’s mother 


had surgery for cancer.  Rhonda Ditter


 undergoing chemo treatment.  Donnie Harper


 battle with severe arthritis. Anna Tramell’s mom, 


Marci Hanson having issues with blood clots. 


Remember those who are traveling. Pray for all


of our babies; Expecting mothers:  Kelly Craven


Marla Jones; Sara Parker; 


____________________________________
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615 Canton Rd.


Cumming, GA 30040
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MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---James Adams


 Song Leader----Anthony Lynch


Lord's Supper—Cecil Douthitt


   Asst. 1-----Jeff Lentz 


   Asst. 2-----Larry Coots


   Asst. 3-----Justin Douthitt


   Asst. 4-----Garrett Douthitt


   Asst. 5-----Jordan Huff


2nd Prayer---Zach Adams


Read Scripture---Bill Scott 


Sermon------Steven Tramell


Announcements—Ross Statham


Closing Prayer---Chantz Adams 


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer---Patrick Miles


Song Leader---Jeff Lentz


2ed Prayer-----Collins Boayke


Read Scripture---Ken Gay


Sermon----Steven Tramell


Lord's Supper—Cecil Douthitt


Announcements—Ross Statham


Closing Prayer---Michael Burke


Wednesday PM Service


Song leader---Steve Huff


 Invitation---Collins Boayke


 Closing Prayer---Ryan Pink





All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start 


of services to coordinate the schedule of services. Remember,


if you are unable to serve please call Sam Adams 678-982-4398


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 














